
 

 

 
 

MEDIA STATEMENT 
 
LJ Hooker announces new Board of Directors  
 

11 t h  November 2009 
 

Mr. Leslie Janusz Hooker, Execut ive Chairman of  LJ Hooker, today announced the 
appointment of  a new Board of  Directors for Australia ’s leading real-estate brand.  
 
The new Board includes some of  Austral ia ’s most experienced individuals in real 
estate, f ranchising and mortgage f inance.  
 
The new LJ Hooker Board comprises:  
 

•  Greg Paramor :  founding par tner of  Equity Real Estate Par tners, former Managing 
Direc tor  of  Mirvac,  and past  Pres ident of  the Proper ty Counc i l  of  Austra l ia ;  

 
•  John Kinghorn :  Founder  of  RAMS Home Loans, RentW orks and Al lco F inance Group;  

 
•  Syd Fischer O.B.E . :  Has had a long-establ ished involvement  in the proper ty industry 

inc luding res ident ia l ,  commercial ,  industr ia l  and reta i l ;  
 

•  Robert McLean :  former Chairman of  Elders Rural Services, and former Managing 
Direc tor ,  McKinsey & Co, Inc  for  Austra l ia.  Now a Senior  Advisor ;  

 
•  Grahame Cooke :  h ighly awarded 35 year career with LJ Hooker culminat ing in leading 

the f irm f rom 1992-2004, and a lso Founder and former Chairman of  Nat ional Real  
Estate Franchise Associat ion;  

 
•  Alan Lambert :   35 year career wi th LJ Hooker,  current ly Managing Direc tor of  the f i rm 

and a past Chairman of  the Franchise Counc i l  of  Austra l ia  
 
Mr Hooker said: “Each director of fers a unique set of  skil ls  and br ings a wealth of 
exper ience and knowledge to the LJ Hooker management team and 700 f ranchises.   
We have one of  the strongest brands in the world’s best performing industr ial ised 
country (Australia),  and now we have a board to take advantage of  these excit ing 
t imes for LJ Hooker.” 
 
Investor director Mr Paramor said: “The LJ Hooker brand coupled with the new 
ownership and board wi l l  enable the company to grow to its potent ial.   The recent 
f inancial cr is is has provided many opportunit ies in the real-estate market for nimble, 
well capital ized companies l ike LJ Hooker.” 
 
Investor director Mr Kinghorn said: “ I  look forward to helping LJ Hooker develop the 
best suite of  products avai lable for the f ranchise network to sel l more homes. I t  is 
excit ing to be part of  the renaissance of  LJ Hooker.” 
 
Mr Hooker led a group of  investors – some of  whom are now directors – to acquire LJ 
Hooker f rom Suncorp on 15 October, 2009. 
 
Mr Hooker is the grandson of  the founder of  the company,  Sir Leslie Joseph Hooker.   
Sir Lesl ie Hooker was born in Sydney in 1903 and opened the f irst LJ Hooker real 
estate agency in Maroubra, New South Wales, in 1928.  
 
 



 

 

 
 
About LJ Hooker 

Founded 80 years ago, LJ Hooker is the most recognised real estate brand in 
Australia. 
 
I ts founder was Leslie Joseph (L.J.)  Tingyou, who was born in Sydney in 1903. In 
1925, he changed his surname to Hooker to conceal his Chinese her itage due to the 
White Australia pol icy.  He opened his f irst real estate agency in the beachside 
Sydney suburb of  Maroubra in 1928. 
 
Today, headquartered in Sydney, LJ Hooker has over 700 real estate f ranchisees in 
Australia and New Zealand, with a growing international plat form in the Asia Pacif ic 
region, including China, Japan, India and Indonesia.  
 
In the past f inancial  year, the network sold over $15 bi l l ion worth of  Australian real 
estate. These sales generated more than $500 mil l ion in commissions by its 6,000 
employees .  
 
LJ Hooker is also one of  the largest independent mortgage broking businesses with 
over 140 brokers in Australia. 
 
 
 

About L Janusz Hooker 

Unti l recently, Mr. Hooker was Managing Director of  Asia for W. P. Carey & Co. 
(NYSE:WPC), a New York-based real estate investment f irm with a global portfolio of 
more than US$10 bi l l ion. W. P. Carey Group is one of  the largest providers of  net 
lease f inancing for corporat ions worldwide. The Group owns more than 700 
commercial and industr ial propert ies in 15 countr ies, representing over 100 mil l ion 
square feet of  gross f loor area.   
 
Prior to joining W. P. Carey, Mr. Hooker was the founder and CEO of  Tinshed 
Corporat ion, a venture capital f irm based in Sydney.  Previously, he was an 
investment off icer with the Asian Infrastructure Fund based in Hong Kong. He started 
his professional career at Pr iceWaterhouse in Sydney as an analyst on the f irm’s 
China desk.  
 
Mr. Hooker graduated with a BSc degree in Economics f rom the Wharton School of 
Business. He also studied Mandarin and mart ial arts at Beij ing University. He was a 
Bronze Medal ist for Australia in rowing at the 1996 Atlanta Olympic Games.  He is the 
co-founder of  Foundation for Kids, a U.S. not-for-prof it  organisat ion that supports 
educat ional programs for underprivi leged chi ldren in Asia.  
 
 
 
 
Media inquir ies  
  
John Hurst ,  Cannings Corporate Communicat ions:  0418 708 663 
Luis  Garcia, Cannings Corporate Communicat ions: 0419 239 552 
  
 


